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Mind? Education, Dependency, and Neocolonialism,” Teachers College Record 79,
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Garreau, “Another Type of Third World Dependency: The Social Sciences,”
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and the Global Division of Labour in the Social Sciences”, Current Sociology 51,
no. 6 (2003).
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English Abstracts

Alatas on Colonial and Autonomous Knowledge
Syed Farid Alatas'

The formative period of Alatas’ thought was that of colonialism,
particularly in British Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies. While
a student at the University of Amsterdam in the 1950s, he wrote his
first piece on the problems of colonialism. Here, he divided the
problems created by colonialism into three categories. The third
category is the non-material, that is, the sociological, psychological
and moral problems created by colonialism. Alatas believed that the
greatest damage that colonialism brought about was in this third area
and it was this problem that hampered the solution to many societal
problems. It was also during this time that Alatas attached a great deal
of importance to the nature of the elite in development. He suggested
that the ruling elite which was nurtured in the colonial period lacked a
well-integrated system of thought, having been unable to bring about a
synthesis between their cultural heritage and Western thought. This
chapter describes Alatas’ decolonial perspective in terms of his theory,
method and context.

Keywords: Decolonization, Malaysia, Sociology of Knowledge,
Autonomous Knowledge

'‘Department of Sociology and Anthropology, National University of Singapore,
Singapore

alatas@nus.edu.sg
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Syed Hussein Alatas and the Captive Mind: Intellectual
Imperialism in Iran

Esmaeil Zeiny'

Syed Hussein Alatas is one of the few postcolonial thinkers who
draws attention to the idea of "mental captivity and intellectual
imperialism”. While it is often assumed that decolonization was
complete with the disintegration of Western colonies, Alatas pointed
to the issue of mental captivity and the presence of a captive mind—
"an uncritical and imitative mind dominated by an external source,
whose thinking is deflected from an independent perspective"—
perpetuating the dominance of Eurocentric paradigms and intellectual
imperialism. This article attempts to map out the reception towards
Alatas’ concept of the captive mind in Iran. To map this out, I will
discuss how the concept travelled to Iran and how it was received in
Iran during the post-1979 Revolution. The article then highlights how
discourses such as Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s “Gharbzadegi”
(Westoxication) and Samad Behrangi’s
“Amrikazadegi” (Americatoxication) have shaped the reception of
Alatas’ captive mind in Iran. Read together, the writings of these
thinkers bring attention to the themes of intellectual imperialism and
academic corruption in the context of Iranian education. Finally, the
article will use the concept of the captive mind as an analytical tool to
explore the causes of academic corruption in the Iranian context.

Keywords: Intellectual Imperialism, Mental Captivity, Syed Hussein
Alatas, Eurocentrism

'Xiamen University Malaysia

esmaeil.zeiny@xmu.edu.my
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Syed Hussein Alatas: Progressive Islam and the Tradition of an
Independent and Creative Social Science

Abolfazl Morshedi’

This article examines Syed Hussein Alatas’ approach to social science
and his concept of progressive Islam. It begins by analyzing Alatas’
perception of the current state of Asian and Muslim societies in light
of the notions of "closed mind" and "terrorism". Additionally, the
article delves into Alatas’ viewpoints on the status of social science in
Asian nations, situated between the two extremes of the "captive
mind" and “intellectual imperialism”. Alatas advocates for an
independent and innovative tradition of social science, as an
alternative to the localization or Islamization of science. To illustrate
this, the article explores Alatas’ personal encounters with Western
thinkers and his subsequent efforts to advocate for an autonomous
tradition of social science in Asia. This analysis is based on his
intellectual engagement with socialism, as well as Weber's theories
concerning the economic ethics of Islam and the development of
capitalism in Southeast Asia. The article concludes by critiquing
Alatas’ approach to fostering such a tradition, contending that he did
not adequately acknowledge the epistemic foundations of modern
social science in the West, nor the epistemic rationale behind creating
an autonomous social science tradition in non-Western countries.

Keywords: Syed Hussein Alatas, progressive Islam, closed mind,
intellectual imperialism, the tradition of independent social science

'Department of Social Science, Yazd University

a.morshedi@yazd.ac.ir
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Investigating Russian Perceptions of Iranians Based on Russian
Travelogues

Maziar Mozaffari'and Elaheh Karimi"

Western and European visitors and travelers have traditionally played
a significant role in the development of Orientalism, with travelogues
serving as valuable sources of Orientalist views. Russian travelogues
from the 19th century provide insight into their perceptions,
understanding, and Orientalist perspectives on Iran as a nation and its
people. The relationship between Iran, an independent Asian country
in the 19th century, and Russia, a European colonial power, was
fraught with turmoil and complications. Thus, this study utilizes
qualitative content analysis to explore the views of Russian travelers
on lIranian culture and social life during this era. Drawing on the
insights of contemporary sociologist Professor Syed Hussein Alatas,
this article examines how European colonizers, in this case the
Russians, viewed Iran as an independent Asian country. Additionally,
it investigates the components and parameters of European and
Western Orientalism as identified by Alatas, which are also evident in
the Russian travelogues. In essence, this article seeks to analyze the
role of travelogues in shaping mental images of a particular place and
its people.

Keywords: Orientalism, Syed Hussein Alatas, travelogue, Russia, Iran

'"Maziar Mozaffari Falarti, Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran

‘Elaheh Karimi, Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran, ekarimi@ut.ac.ir
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Syed Hussein Alatas and the Problem of Intellectuals

Syed Javad Miri’

The problem of intellectuals in the modern world is one of the most
challenging questions in the context of the social sciences and
humanities. In conceptualizing the intellectual, Alatas distinguishes
between the role of intellectuals in developing countries and
developed societies. There are many non-Eurocentric narratives on the
role of intellectuals in the contemporary world, such as those by Ali
Shariati, Jalal Ale Ahmad, and Edward Said, but few have worked on
the perspective conceptualized by Alatas in relation to the future of
intellectuals as a modern species in the world in general, and in
developing societies, in particular. This paper will discuss the concept
of the intellectual as understood by Alatas and explore the relevance
of his approach in contemporary developing societies. It explores the
assumptive foundations of his perspective on the role of the
intellectual, and questions whether a non-Eurocentric intellectual
could have any impact on the global state of affairs through his/her
critical engagements.

Keywords: Alatas, Intellectuals, Eurocentrism, Critical Thinking,
Developing Countries

'Professor, Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran, Iran
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Reading Alatas in Iran and the Myth of Exceptionalism

Shima Vezvaei'

How should the work of Syed Hussein Alatas, The Myth of the Lazy
Native, be approached when considering its potential contributions to
theorizing an ideological concept that has long hindered Iranian
progress? This article seeks to further examine the notion of Iranian
exceptionalism and explore the discourse surrounding it. The author
utilizes Alatas' writings, particularly from his book The Myth of the
Lazy Native, to contend that Iranian exceptionalism is a mentality that
has been fostered and strengthened by both internal despotism and
external semi-colonialism in modern Iran. Drawing inspiration from
Alatas' analysis of postcolonial Malaysia, the author proposes that
Iranian exceptionalism exists at the intersection of gender, religious,
and national ideologies, resulting in a contradictory condition. This
condition, in which the nation simultaneously sees itself as both
inferior and superior to others, fosters a sense of stagnation and
impedes the ability to envision future change. Therefore, it can rightly
be considered an ideological construct

Keywords: Hussein Alatas, cultural studies, exceptionalism, Iran,
ideology

'MA, Global Commmunication and International Journalism, Freie University
Berlin, St Petersburg State University
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